
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-129
NPDES NO. CA0029246

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

SANTA CLARA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AGENCY
OREGON EXPRESSWAY UNDERPASS DEWATERING SYSTEM
PALO ALTO
SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. The Santa Clara County Transportation Agency, (hereinafter called
the discharger), by application dated March 13, 1987 has applied
for issuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to
discharge waste under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES).

2. The discharge results from an underpass dewatering system at Park
Boulevard in the city of Palo Alto. The dewatering system
consists of buried collection drains linked by a storm drain to
the pumping station at the Oregon Expressway underpass at Alma
Street. The dewatering system dewaters the shallow groundwater
table in the vicinity of the Expressway Underpass and also drains
surface stormwater from the roadway. The groundwater would
inundate the underpass roadway without this dewatering system.
The pumping station contains two 15-horsepower float-controlled
pumps which are estimated to have a maximum capacity of 1,200 gpm
(gallons per minute) each. The low flow rate (groundwater only)
has been estimated at 350 gpm. The pump station discharges to a
six foot square concrete box culvert which discharges into
Matadero Canal. Matadero canal is a concrete lined channel for
6600 feet and flows northerly approximately 2.5 miles to
eventually discharge into San Francisco Bay.

3. During the course of groundwater investigations at the Hewlett­
Packard 640 Page Mill Road site (Waste Discharge Requirements
Order No. 86-27), which lies approximately 2000' upgradient and to the
southwest, it was discovered that the Oregon Expressway dewatering
system intercepts polluted groundwater emanating from the Hewlett­
Packard site and other sources in the area.

4. The dewatering system is a significant localized hydrological
feature which acts to contain further migration of pollutants in the
shallow groundwater in this area.
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